Suggested Directions for a Successful Role-play

Advisor: You may want to pick out the most important for your first attempt at a role-play, adding the more advanced as the student becomes more familiar with the process.

Preparation

· Read the event through once.

· Write down your role and the judge’s role.

· Write down the performance indicators (PI’s) in order with space between.

· Read the event through again and brainstorm answers.

· Do any required work.

· Organize your information in the spaces between the PIs on your paper.

·  [Advanced] Consider preparing a visual for the event. Make sure any visual is related to the substance of the event.

The visual can be simple. It will be made with paper and pencils provided during preparation time. Students do not carry anything into the event.

· [Very advanced] Anticipate judge questions.  (Dennis Rockwood)

Role-play

· Shake the judge’s hand and smile. 

· Ask permission to sit down. Sit forward on the chair. (Some say hands clasped on the table.)

· Stay in the character of your role.

· Speak directly to the judge. Make frequent sustained eye contact with the judge.

· [Advanced] Be enthusiastic.

· [Advanced] Listen; show empathy.

·  [Advanced] Speak any PI you don’t know. 


Remember, if a PI is hard for you, it’s probably hard for the others.

· [Advanced] Close the event. (Make a statement to wrap up the event, and perhaps to point to future action.]
