Separating Winners from the Pack

· Comprehensive exam.

· YOU have control over this portion of your score without the element of surprise.  Practice!

· Bring and use your calculator.

· Answer every question whether you know it or not.  Only correct answers are scored.  You lose nothing by guessing.

· Arrive early for your role-play!  Even if events are running behind schedule, be there so that you will not feel rushed.  Then stay focused on the task at hand.

· Understand your role.  Then stay in character throughout your presentation.  Try to use “we” rather than “I” during your presentation.  It helps to build the connection between you and your judge, and it helps you to stay in character.

Give example.

· Understanding and utilizing performance indicators is critical.  This is where your score will come from!!!  During your prep time…

· List the performance indicators on your notes.  YOU MUST COVER THESE POINTS DURING YOUR PRESENTATION.

· Create and use visual aids for yourself and/or your judge, such as a bulleted list of performance indicators, charts, graphs, pictures, etc.  Consider making a “tent card” of the performance indicators from your notes.  This helps both you and the judge to know that you’ve covered the items, even if you haven’t.  (If you have a written list, they’ll think you used it whether you did or not!)

· Summarize your plan using performance indicators.

· Be aware of current events.  Attempt to draw analogies between current events and your presentation.  You might also use analogies from your school/personal life during your presentation.  Ideally you will have one analogy per performance indicator.

· Presentation mechanics.

· Smile!  Sometimes when you are nervous, you need to focus on it.

· Shake hands with the judge upon entry (good handshakes only!).  Make direct eye contact with your judge.

· It’s ok to refer to the notes that you’ve created.  However, do not read from them.  Don’t use your notes as a crutch, or a place to stare because you are nervous.  If you understand the material, you won’t need to read.  (Remember, consider making a “tent card” with the performance indicators on a separate sheet of paper, using it as a visual for both you and your judge to refer to.)

· Continuous (but not “creepy death stare”) eye contact with ALL judges throughout your presentation is critical.  If that makes you uncomfortable, practice with others, then get over it!  If you have more than one judge, be sure to pay equal attention to your judges.

· Don’t hesitate to PRETEND.  While you can’t use props and/or costumes, you can pretend anything you like.  Use some imaginary props in your presentation.  The judge(s) will think you are creative.  Honest.

· Watch your judge for reactions, and act accordingly.

· After your first role-play—good or bad—it’s over.  Move on and begin to focus on the next.  You never know how things are going to be scored.  Remember, often times the toughest judges are tough on EVERYBODY, not just you!

Utah/Coffee example

· Do not share the content of the role-play with anyone, including others from your chapter.  It is both unethical and hinders your chances of winning.

· Talk to past competitors to get a “feel” for how events are run.  Seek out those that have been successful in their event, and avoid those that speak negatively.  Remember, you are in control!
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