
So you want to be a State Officer?


In order to score a 100% on your SAT’s (State Action Team of course), the single most important thing is to “get started.”  Remember Mark Twain’s comment about off-the-cuff speeches -- a good one takes about three weeks to write!  You’ll also need to plan your campaign and, believe me, you’ll be trying out about 50 campaign slogans and exhaust everyone’s patience before you finally settle on something you like. Creativity is more perspiration than inspiration, so start early.  Second, run for a position you want. Don’t try to pick a position because you think no one else will want in order to have no competition. Although your position isn’t the most important part of being a State Officer, and it’s a privilege to serve in any capacity, you might regret that you didn’t run for the job you wanted. Finally, although I hate to admit it, I think my father’s advice to use the 7 P’s sort of sums it up, “Proper Prior Planning Prevents Poor Performance.”  Details on running for state officer can be found on the Virginia DECA website at www.vadeca.org. 

Back to the speech.  Once you’ve written a thoughtful and insightful piece of prose that makes your audience gasp over your command of the English language and swoon over your intelligence, the next most important part of getting elected as state officer is your presentation.  It is your chance to show the voting delegates who you really are.  If you are comfortable in front of the crowd and can project your personality effectively, you will do infinitely better than if you grip the podium with white knuckled desperation and drip sweat all over the microphone. In fact, your speech might not even need to be the most brilliant essay ever written if you present yourself properly and deliver the speech correctly.  Once you’ve mastered the basic techniques of public speaking, and there are a million books and websites on the topic, the most important thing is to just relax.  I’ve heard it said that you should visualize the audience sitting in their underwear, but I’ve never had the imagination for that.  My advice is, once you’ve learned your speech and practiced it on your family, friends, chapter members and pets until no one will listen to you any longer, empty your mind and don’t think about it.  Don’t anticipate.  Just keep your mind calm until you find yourself at the podium.  Then just do what you’ve practiced, and it’ll be fine.


In short, start early, work at it like you want to win, and practice until you could do it in your sleep!  I can’t guarantee you’ll win the election, but if you learn to prepare properly, you’re a winner anyway.
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