What’s New in DECA?
The new school year is finally here.  If you’re anything like me, you’ll be missing those warm summer days.  However, now that we are all back in school, and the hard work begins to pile on, a new year for DECA is also beginning. Your chapter may already have plans and you should be ready to get started, but there are some new things you may not know about. 
Some events for 2009-2010 year include:
· New Competitive Events. 
DECA’s competitive events have been categorized by career clusters. Comprehensive exam questions and performance indicators used in role-plays and case studies will be drawn from instructional areas relevant to the career cluster in which events are categorized.
· District Changes.
Some District Leadership Conference (DLC) Changes include:
Districts with 350 members: 1st and 2nd place overall individual event winners advance to SLC. 
Districts with 600+ members: 1st through 3rd place overall individual event winners advance to SLC.

For more changes and a calendar of events for this year, please visit our DECA website at www.vadeca.org.  After your fall leadership training and district competition, your 2010 State Leadership Conference will begin!  Your State Action Team is super excited about it, and we want you to begin to anticipate it just as well!  Try your best in competitions so you can make it there!   Our International Career Development Conference will be held in Louisville, Kentucky.  Always get involved, we want to remain the largest and most active state association in the country!  Don’t forget about your DECA dues, get those paid and become a registered member today. I know all of this seems like a lot to be responsible for, but once it’s finished, it will be well worth it.  Have a wonderful year and I’ll see you at SLC!
						
Lesley Hatfield
Western Area Vice President


