
DECA Week


There are a variety of opportunities to showcase DECA members and their successes, but nothing more exciting than DECA week. This year it’s October 11-17, 2009. In order to plan for the week, officers need to organize dates and activities well in advance.  One thing you need to do is make DECA Week part of your membership campaign; as you develop your activities and events, try to spread the work about the benefits of DECA and be prepared to answer questions. Have your “elevator speeches” prepared. At some schools students wear “Ask me about DECA” buttons on their shirts. If you do this, it is probably a good idea to have some answers ready. It’s also a good idea to have some free candy for anyone who asks a question. They’ll spread the word.


In case DECA week coincides with your Homecoming week, you can incorporate the spirit and enthusiasm associated with football to generate awareness of DECA. For example, the Capital DECA Chapter produces all the posters for the Homecoming Parade, held at the end of the week, and hands them out to groups for decorating their cars. There’s no charge; they just give the signs out. They even have tape ready to attach them. “This parade happens on the Friday of DECA Week and is a ‘hoo ha’ last thing. Student Council does hot dogs. Kids have heard a lot about it all week.”

Your chapter could also include a community service chapter project that involves the entire school in raising money for a worthwhile cause. Some schools raising money for Muscular Dystrophy or for the Make a Wish Foundation. You could make the football team honorary DECA member’s for a day, then wear their jerseys and collect donations, but make sure that DECA figures prominently in the collection activity. One school decorates buckets with DECA themes, along with the charity they’re supporting, and lets the football players carry them to classes. Another chapter makes the school administrators DECA members for a day to do much the same thing. Your chapter can improve on this theme and be the example for others next year.
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